
 RETURN TO ARCHERY - THE PLAN  
 

   
 

Introduction 
In order that we can return to archery, we need to have a plan for what we will be doing leading up to 

and during an archery session. This document will form the basis of that plan and should be followed 

whenever a session is planned and run. 

In all cases the “Rules of Shooting”, as defined by Archery GB, will be enforced. This document identifies 

the enhancements required during these very trying times of coping with COVID-19.  

Social Distancing and measures of extreme cleanliness will be enforced at all time. This means that 

everyone will remain at least 2 meters apart from the moment they arrive at the car park to the 

moment they leave. 

There should be no unnecessary attendance or interaction between club members. 

Club members are discouraged from bringing anyone else to the club that is not there to shoot unless 

they are there to support disabled Archers or minors. Those supporting disabled Archers or minors are 

required to adhere to all rules and guidance that is provided to the archers and should remain as 

‘invisible’ as possible to ensure Social Distancing. 

EVERYONE attending must be in possession of Gloves – even if they are Gardening Gloves. 

There is no further insistence on PPE - i.e., we are not insisting on Visors, Masks, Goggles, etc; it is up to 

the Archer as to whether they are happy to attend a session with the rules and guidance that 

Crowthorne Archers are following. 

In accordance with Archery GB a Risk Assessment has been carried out by the Secretary of the Club and 

countersigned by the Chairman of the club, and is available on the website for review. 

Documentation 
All documentation in support of the return to archery is to be stored in the members area of the club 

website. 

Guidance for Archers 
An email has been sent to all members of Crowthorne Archers detailing what is expected of them in our 

return to archery, including but not limited to how they will book a session, when they should attend, 

what to do when attending and shooting, and how the club facilities will be managed. This document 

will ensure that all of the guidance the Archers have been given is being enforced and adhered to. 

Archers have been advised that they will be required to ‘own’ their own Target and Target Pins; they will 

take them home at the end of their shoot and bring them back and use them for their subsequent 

sessions. When Target Pins break, or the target face becomes significantly damaged, the club will 

replace as necessary. 

All Archers are expected to provide their own Antibacterial substances for the purposes of cleaning any 

surfaces and equipment they touch. It is not the requirement of the club to provide these facilities and 

therefore an Archer not providing their own resources may be asked to leave the range. 
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Session Authority 
The designated Field Captain for the session will have the ultimate authority for anything and everything 

to do with that session. 

All requirements of judging will be exercised by the Field Captain. 

Recording of Activities 
In the interests of insurance that we, Crowthorne Archers, are in compliance with the guidelines 

provided by Archery GB and all requirements of insurance, the Field Captain for each session will ensure 

that photographs are taken showing how Crowthorne Archers are complying with all guidance given. 

This should include: 

• Management of the Storage Unit 

• Setting up of the Field 

• Layout of the field, paying particular attention to the distancing of targets 

• Setting up of Targets 

• Shooting 

• Packing up after a Session 

• Packing up after a day of shooting 

The photographs will only be used to demonstrate compliance with guidelines etc, so it is not expected 

that permission is required take such photographs of Archers. These photographs will NOT be used on 

any form of social media. 

Session Booking 
All Archers will be required to book their sessions through the online tool that is made available to them 

through the club website. No Archer will be allowed to shoot that has not first booked a session. 

There will be only a single detail per session / per target, in order that we do all we can to maintain 

Social Distancing. 

Storage Unit Access 
In the interests of Social Distancing, only ONE person will be within the Storage Unit. That person will 

dispense whatever equipment is required for all Archers and will place the items either against the long 

edge of the Unit facing the range, or put them on the floor a minimum of 5 Meters from the entrance. 

When Archers require equipment dispensed from the Storage Unit they must do so maintaining Social 

Distancing rules and must be wearing gloves. 

When an Archer attends for the first time since the return to archery, they will be issued with a Target 

face and Target Pins which they will then keep until further notice. The Archer is NOT to enter the 

Storage Unit without authorisation from the Field Captain or someone designated as managing the 

Storage unit for that session. The Archer will take them home and bring them back a reuse them for all 

subsequent visits (overly damaged faces and Pins can be replaced). 
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Setting up the Range 
One person will be required to lock the far gate – that person MUST do so wearing gloves. 

One person will be required to run out the line that is the boundary between the field and the path to 

the Tennis Courts – this person MUST do so wearing gloves. 

The signs advising that the field is in use for Archery will be deployed by people wearing gloves. 

The shooting line has been been defined by a white line painted on the grass; if this line is missing then 

the string we currently use will be used, and the person putting this in place will do so using gloves. 

The shooting line will also give an indication of the 5 meter separation required by Archery GB and 

Stands and Targets can be set out accordingly; if those indicators are not visible then it is the 

responsibility of the Field Captain for that session to ensure that the guidance advised by Archery GB is 

followed. 

Range Layout 
In accordance with the guidance from Archery GB the range has been marked with many painted lines. 

One of these is the shooting line, which is exactly where we have always placed it. On the shooting line 

there are lines extended out into the range – these are spaced out at 5 metre intervals. Where these 5 

metre lines intersect with the shooting line, this is where the Archer will shoot from. 

Further marks will be found within the range, intersecting these 5 metre lines, and these additional 

marks indicate where the centre of the target should be placed (for ease they have been coloured 

WHITE for yards and BLUE for metres). 

The range has been split into 3 areas; 4x long distances (60 metres, 70 yards, 70 metres, 80 yards and 90 

metres), 5 medium distances (40 yards, 40 metres, 50 yards, 50 metres, and 60 yards), and 7 short 

distances (20 yards, 20 metres, 30 yards, and 30 metres). 

If shooting a long distance, targets should be set up on the farthest RIGHT line available. If shooting a 

short distance, targets should be set up on the farthest RIGHT line available. If shooting a medium 

distance, targets should be set up as close to the centre of the medium area as possible. By adhering to 

this setting up regime, if someone wants to shoot at a distance that is not available then there should be 

a little flexibility in the system that might allow, for example, a short distance target to be set up on the 

right side of the medium area. 

Setting up of Targets 
Archers will be required to collect their Stand, Boss and Tie-down for their line, if these are not already 

in place from a previous session. When collecting this equipment, the archers MUST be wearing gloves. 

When setting up Targets the centre of the Target needs to be 5 meters from the centre of adjacent 

Targets (hence the reason for the field having been marked up as per description in “Range Layout” 

above). If the Archer is unsure of where they can set up their Target they should consult with the Field 

Captain for that session. 
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Putting a Boss onto a Stand typically requires two people, and will therefore require archers from 

adjacent lanes to co-operate in the setting up of the Boss. This must be done by both archers wearing 

Gloves, and also adhering to Social Distancing expectations. 

Once the Boss has been placed on the Stand then the archer will attached the Tie-down string and the 

Target with Pins on their own. 

Shooting 
All shooting will be as per the Archery GB Rules of Shooting, but extra care MUST be exercised to ensure 

Social Distancing and, where possible, the use of Gloves. 

Judging 
Any call for judging of shots that may or may not have crossed a line on the target will be done in the 

following manner: 

1. Archer raises their hand and attracts the attention of the Field Captain 

2. As the Field Captain approaches the target the archer withdraws to a position at least 2 metres 

BEHIND the Target 

3. The Field Captain will make the judgement and declare it to the Archer, and then withdraw back 

to a position behind the shooting line, and any amendments to the scoring sheet will be made 

by the Archer under instructions of the Field Captain. 

4. The Archer will then recommence scoring and the withdrawal of their arrows 

Lost Arrow 
Any arrows that miss the Target will, initially, be searched for by the Archer. If, once everyone else has 

withdrawn their arrows and is walking back to the shooting line, the Archer has not found their arrow, 

the Field Captain will assist with the use of a Metal Detector, but at all times maintaining Social 

Distancing and using Gloves. If the arrow is not found after another 5 minutes of searching the arrow 

will be deemed to be lost and the Archer will continue with a spare arrow. On completion of the session, 

as many people as can be mustered will search for the missing arrow, but at all times maintaining Social 

Distancing and wearing Gloves. 

Scoring 
Wherever possible an Archer should use one of the many electronic applications now available on 

Mobile Phones. These allow the Archer to submit their round electronically (via email) to the Records 

Officer. 

If using a paper scoresheet, the Archer will take the scoresheet away with them and send it 

electronically (e.g., photograph taken on a mobile phone) to the Records officer at their earliest 

convenience. 

Ending a Session 
The Field Captain will draw to a close all shooting 20 minutes before the end of a session. At this point 

all Archers must cease shooting, remove their Target and Pins, pack away their equipment, and make 

their way to the Car Park as quickly as possible. If they have anything to return to the Storage Unit they 

must do so wearing Gloves, and make the Field Captain aware of their need. 
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Archers will be expected to leave the field and Car Park as quickly as possible, except when the whole 

range needs closing down (see below). 

Range Closure 
On completion of the last session those still present need to help with the closure of the range. In doing 

so they must always ensure Social Distancing and be wearing Gloves. 

All equipment recovered must be returned to a position near to the Storage Unit (leaning against it or in 

close proximity) but only ONE person, delegated by the Field Captain, will actually put the equipment 

into the Storage Unit. 

The Field Captain will delegate responsibilities for: 

1. Unlocking the far gate 

2. Recovering the signs 

3. Recovering the boundary markers 

4. Packing everything aware into the Storage Unit. 

Coaching 
Coaching will be permitted only where an Archer is capable of shooting independently, and Coaches 

must maintain 2 metres separation at all times and not touch equipment. This coaching may either be 

prearranged/booked or ad hoc (in response to an Archer’s needs).  This means until further notice there 

will be no Beginner’s Courses, Have-a-Go, or Trial sessions. 

Competitions 
At this point in time there is no decision on what competitions will occur, or when. Further 

announcements will follow should this situation change. 

Pavilion Facilities 
As a general principle the Pavilion will be out of bounds and will remain locked throughout a session. 

The only exception will be for urgent toiletry requirements – if an Archer needs to use the toilet then 

they will be responsible for cleansing ALL surfaces after use. 
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